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Our current virtue to live by is: Confidence 
 I am able to do things without fear or doubt. 

I place my trust in God and know that God gives me strength. 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school for the start of our summer term. I hope your Easter was filled 
with peace, joy, and the hope that comes from the risen Christ. It has been a delight to see 
the children return with smiles on their faces and a renewed enthusiasm for learning and 
being together in our school community. 

As we begin this term, we also pause to remember Pope Francis, who has recently been 
called home to God. We give thanks for his courageous leadership, deep humility, and his 
unwavering call for justice, peace, and care for creation. His encyclical Laudato Si’ reminded 
us of our shared responsibility to care for our common home. As he wrote: 

“Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it 
is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.” (Laudato Si’, 217) 

This message is one we will continue to explore with our children in the term ahead, 
encouraging them to be thoughtful stewards of the world around them, just as Pope 
Francis inspired us all to be. 

May we carry forward his legacy with faith, compassion, and courage. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and purposeful start to the term. 

Kind Regards 

Mr Harris 
Headteacher 
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This Week’s Mission 
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Attendance Matters 
We kindly remind you of the importance of regular attendance for your child’s academic 
progress and overall school experience. Well done for the much improved attendance over 
the last two weeks. This time it’s Year 3 who have done the best. Well done 

Target: 97% or above 

Class 
Attendance  

last 2 weeks (↓↑ on last week) 

EYFS 97.08% ↑ 

Year 1 98.21% ↑ 

Year 2 94.58% ↑ 

Year 3 99.58% ↑ 

Year 4 95.31% ↓ 

Year 5 98.44% ↑ 

Year 6 97.66% ↑ 

Whole School  97.25% ↑ 
 

Regular attendance is important because: 

●​ Statistics show a direct link between under-achievement and absence below 95% 
●​ Regular attenders make better progress, both socially and academically 
●​ Regular attenders find school routines, school work and friendships easier to cope 

with 
●​ Regular attenders find learning more satisfying 
●​ Regular attenders are more successful in transferring between primary school, 

secondary school, and higher education, employment or training. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 
 

DESIGNATED STAFF RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN SCHOOL 
Mr Matthew Harris (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Mrs Julie Morrell (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead),  

Claire Hill (Safeguarding Officer), Karen Maudslay (Safeguarding Officer)  
Ms Barbara Ainscough (named Child Protection Governor) 

 



What’s been happening? 
EYFS 

We are learning about all the plants and animals we find in the garden. We kicked off our 
topic with the brilliant classic 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'. The children have loved the 
creative work and story-telling opportunities linked to this book. In forest school we made 
our very own caterpillars and built them homes from many natural materials we found in 
the garden. 

Our RE work has linked with new life and the good news that Jesus is alive. We made 
posters to share the good news and outside we created Easter gardens, with many symbols 
of the Easter story.  

We enjoyed our liturgy for St Joseph with KS1, the children joined in brilliantly with the 
liturgy and singing. We are very proud of all our children in EYFS! 
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Year One & Two 
The first two weeks back have been extremely busy and fun in Years 1 and 2 and we have 
taken full advantage of the lovely weather by taking our learning outside whenever we’ve 
had the opportunity.  We had a great time during our Forest Schools session when we 
gathered different natural objects, which we found around the school grounds, and then 
worked in small groups to create amazing art work. 

In our maths work we have been focusing on multiplication and sharing.  We have created 
arrays and matched them to repeated additions and multiplication sentences.  Our writing 
work is still focusing on creating a descriptive passage about a Candy House.  We have 
explored expanded noun phrases and how to use question marks to write rhetorical 
questions.  In science we are finding out about plants and have labelling and exploring 
what the different parts of plants do.  Our PE sessions have continued with Miss Bell, our 
specialist coach, and we have been learning new skills using bats and balls.  In our art 
work we have been discovering how to create images using just lines and shading with a 
pencil.  In our online safety sessions we have discussed when we should ask adults about 
using different apps and what we should do if we see something that is unsuitable for us. 

Our Re work is following on from Holy week and we have been finding out about the lives 
of the disciples after Jesus was crucified. 

We are looking forward to more exciting learning over the rest of the term and hope that 
the weather continues to be good. 
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Year Three & Four 

Years 3 and 4 have been embracing their prior knowledge to help their peers. 
We had a go at lead learning; this involved us understanding the task and 
passing on our knowledge to everyone else, making sure everyone was doing 
the set task.  

We started a new topic in Science where we are focusing on plants, we have 
planted radish seeds and have our very own fuchsia to look after in class. We 
hope to link this with our DT project of root vegetable soup.  

We have enjoyed the great weather, especially in our PE lessons. We're looking 
forward to another great week next week. 
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Year Five & Six 
After a much needed Easter break, we are back and in the swing of learning here in Year 5 
& 6. The children are now two weeks into their new topics, learning about a variety of 
different things. In Geography this half term, our topics is Yorkshire and The USA. Within this 
topic, we will be comparing the similarities and differences from across both parts of the 
world: the terrain, climate, biomes and more! So far, we have been looking at some of 
human and physical geography that makes up some of the most popular tourist 
destinations across both areas. In addition to this, we have also been using Google Maps to 
locate these places, studying the characteristics of each area. Further to Geography, we 
have begun our ‘Changes of State’ topic in science which has lead us to looking at different 
solids, liquids and gasses. As the term progresses we will be experimenting how we can go 
from one to the other and the difficulty that this may present. With Year 6 edging closer to 
their SATs, Maths, GPS and Reading have taken centre stage with the recapping of 
important skills and techniques to give them the best possible chance of being successful in 
them. With the weather getting much nicer, we have had a number of opportunities to take 
part in batting and fielding in the form of rounders. The class have taken to the sport really 
well and have been showing great development each and every week we play. Well done 
Year 5 & 6, keep up the great work! 

 
 

DESIGNATED STAFF RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN SCHOOL 
Mr Matthew Harris (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Mrs Julie Morrell (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead),  

Claire Hill (Safeguarding Officer), Karen Maudslay (Safeguarding Officer)  
Ms Barbara Ainscough (named Child Protection Governor) 

 



Dates for your diary 
Please see the below events happening this half term, we look forward to you joining us. 

 

Date Time Event 

5th May 2025 All Day Bank Holiday - School Closed 

7th May 2025 10am 
Year 3 and 4 Class Mass 

In church 

8th May 2025 11am 
VE Service at the Cenotaph 

Year 3 & 4 children 

12th to 15th  
May 2025 

Mornings 
Year 6 SATs Week 

SATs Breakfast for Year 6 from 8am 

17th May 2025 2pm 
First Holy Communion Mass 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

19th - 23rd 
May 2025 

Mornings Walk to School Week 

19th May 2025 Morning Class School Photos 

20th May 2025 3pm Family Reading 

21st May 2025 All day 
Sponsored Fitness Fun Day 

All children to wear PE Kits - more details to follow 

22nd May 2025 All day French Day 

23rd May 2025 

10am 
Whole School Mass in church, followed by 

May Devotion in the church garden 

3:30pm School closes for half term 

Spring Half Term Break 

2nd June 2025 8:45am School Opens for Summer Term 2 
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