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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school for the start of another
academic year. | am delighted with how well the children have returned and settled into
their new classes. They have come back refreshed, enthusiastic and ready to learn, and
there has already been a lovely sense of calm, purpose and happiness around school.

A particularly warm welcome goes to our new Reception children and to those pupils and
families who have joined St Joseph’s this term. Starting a new school or moving into a new
class is a big step, and we are very proud of how confidently the children are embracing
these changes.

As a Catholic school, our faith remains at the heart of everything we do. September gives
us a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Education Sunday on 13th September, when we
give thanks for Catholic education and pray for all those who learn, teach, lead and serve
within our schools. This year’s theme reminds us of Jesus’ call to forgiveness and
reconciliation.

Throughout September we will also reflect upon the Season of Creation, which continues
until the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4th October. This provides an important opportunity
for our children to consider our responsibility to care for God’s creation and to think about
how our actions can make a positive difference to our common home.

There is plenty to look forward to as the term progresses. October is traditionally dedicated
to the Holy Rosary, giving us opportunities to deepen our devotion to Mary and pray
together as a school community. After a busy first half term, we will break for the October
half-term holiday before returning in November.

November is a particularly important month of remembrance in the Church. We will mark
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, remembering the saints who inspire us and praying for
those who have died. We will also come together around Remembrance Day to remember
all those who have served and sacrificed for peace.

Towards the end of November, we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, bringing the
Church’s liturgical year to a close before beginning the beautiful season of Advent. During
Advent, our school will prepare prayerfully and joyfully for the birth of Jesus. Our Advent
wreaths, collective worship and preparations for Christmas will help the children
understand that, amid all the excitement of Christmas, Jesus remains at the centre of our
celebrations.

DESIGNATED STAEE RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN SCHOOL
Mr Matthew Harris (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Mrs Julie Morrell (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead),
Claire Hill (Safeguarding Officer), Karen Maudslay (Safeguarding Officer)
Ms Barbara Ainscough (named Child Protection Governor)



Of course, the autumn term is always one of the busiest and most exciting times of the
school year. Alongside lots of hard work in classrooms, we have many opportunities ahead
for worship, trips, visitors, celebrations and other special events. As we move towards
December, we will also have our Christmas celebrations, including our Nativity, carol
singing, Christmas dinner, parties and other festive activities to look forward to.

Most importantly, we want every child to enjoy coming to school, feel that they belong and
be encouraged to achieve their very best. The positive start that the children have made
gives us every reason to look forward to another successful year together.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of St Joseph’s. The partnership between
our families, school and parish community is an important part of what makes our school
special. | look forward to sharing many of the children’s achievements and experiences with
you over the coming weeks.

May God bless our whole school community as we begin this new academic year together.

Kind Regards
M Hannis

Virtues to live by

This half term, we will be exploring the following virtues:
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Start of year reminders

Attendance and punctuality - Children should attend school every day unless they
are unwell. Please ensure children arrive promptly before 8:50 am so that they are
ready to begin learning on time.

Uniform - Thank you for ensuring children come to school wearing the correct school
uniform and appropriate school shoes. Please make sure all clothing, coats, PE kit
and belongings are clearly named.

PE kit - Please ensure children have the correct PE kit on their designated PE days.
Jewellery, including earrings, must be removed for PE.

Water bottles - Children should bring a clearly named bottle containing water each
day.

Healthy snacks and lunches - Please continue to support us by providing healthy
choices. Children in EYFS and KS1 receive a free fruit or vegetable snack.

Absence - If your child is absent, please inform the school as soon as possible and
provide the reason for their absence. Please continue to update us if an absence
continues.

Medical appointments - Wherever possible, appointments should be arranged
outside school hours. Where this is unavoidable, please provide evidence of the
appointment.

Contact details - Please ensure the school has your current telephone number, email
address, home address and emergency contacts. Let the office know promptly if
anything changes.

Arbor - Please check the Arbor app regularly for messages, letters, payments and
other important information from school.

Medicines - Medication should only be brought into school where necessary and must
be handed to the school office by an adult with the appropriate documentation
completed.

Communication - If you have any questions or concerns about your child's learning or
wellbeing, please speak to us. In most cases, your child's class teacher should be the
first point of contact.

Safeguarding - Please remember that our procedures at the beginning and end of
the school day are there to keep everyone safe. Children should be collected
promptly, and the school must be informed of any changes to normal collection
arrangements.

Parking — Please park safely and considerately around school, keeping entrances,
driveways and yellow markings clear and helping us to keep our children safe.
Respectful relationships - We want St Joseph's to remain a happy, welcoming and
respectful community. We ask everyone—children, staff and families—to demonstrate
kindness, respect and consideration in the way we speak to and treat one another.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. A successful school year is built on a
strong partnership between home, school and parish, and we look forward to working
together throughout 2026-27.
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Dates for your diary

Date Time Event
16th September 2026 10am School Mass for the new academic year
In church. All welcome.
17th September 2026 Morning Team Teeth - Fluoride Treatment
22nd September 2026 2pm EYFS Inspire Play
28th September 2026 1:30pm KS2 Visit to Helios exhibit
29th September 2026 4pm Open Evening and Tour for new parents
10am School Mass for the Harvest
In church. ALl welcome.
30th September 2026
1:30pm Public Pre-school Stay & Play
5th October 2026 2:30pm Year 5 & 6 Inspire Workshop
6th October 2026 2:30pm Year 1 & 2 Inspire Workshop
Morning Individual School Photos
Tth October 2026
Year 5 & 6 Class Mass
10am In church. ALl welcome.
8th October 2026 2:30pm Year 3 & 4 Inspire Workshop
12th - 16th
September 2026 All day School Assessment Week
13th October 2026 3:30pm Autumn Disco
15th October 2026 2pm EYFS Inspire Play
19th October 2026 4pm Open Evening and Tour for new parents
22nd October 2026 3:30pm School breaks up for October Holidays
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Date

Time

Event

23rd October 2026

All day

INSET Day

October Holidays

23rd October 2026 - 1st November 2026

2nd November 2026 8:45pm School reopens for the 2nd Autumn Term
3rd November 2026 Afternoon Parents Evening Day 1
4th November 2026 Afternoon Parents Evening Day 1
ol Sl vl 2t ncton
19th November 2026 2pm EYFS Inspire Play
23rd November 2026 4pm Open Evening and Tour for new parents
25th November 2026 9am EYFS / KSitnCicclﬁilgiLt.lgﬂyv\itl\: gz:'jy Blessing
4;? %‘e?:r\ﬁg?gg; 6 All day School Assessment Week
2nd December 2026 1:30pm Public Pre-school Stay & Play
7th December 2026 3:30pm Advent Bingo
9th December 2026 2:30pm Christmas Crafts Workshop
10December 2026 | 230pm Adent Recondletion Service &
10am Infant Nativity
15th December 2026
2pm Infant Nativity
16th December 2026 Afternoon Christmas Fayre
17th December 2026 Afternoon Christmas Dinner & Party
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Date Time Event

2pm Christingle Devotion

18th December 2026
3:30pm School breaks up for Christmas Holidays

Christmas Holidays
19th December 2026 - 3rd January 2027

4th January 2027 8:45pm School reopens for the 1st Spring Term
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